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Sanford Investigators Arrest Subject For Traveling To Meet Minors For Sexual Encounter 
 
Media Release: Sanford, FL (October 23, 2019): Sanford Investigators arrested Harris Michael 
Carvel, DOB 01/05/2000, for traveling to meet two minor children for the purpose of engaging 
in sexual intercourse after soliciting the children through the internet.  
 
On October 22, 2019, Sanford Investigators were notified through the Violent Crimes Against 
Children Task Force (VCAC) that a possible suspect, later identified as Harris M. Carvel, 
expressed interest in traveling to Sanford, Florida, from Daytona Beach, Florida, for the sole 
purpose to have sexual contact with two female children, ages nine and eleven.  
 
An FBI Agent communicating as the children’s father, was contacted by Carvel who was 
responding to an online classified ad.  Carvel expressed his desire to have sex with the two 
children and arranged to meet the FBI Agent in order to follow him to a residence to engage in 
the sexual acts. 
 
On October 23, 2019, Harris M. Carvel was arrested without incident as he arrived at a 
predetermined location in the City of Sanford.   
 
Regarding Carvel’s arrest, Chief Cecil Smith stated: “The details of the case and the intent of 
Harris Carvel are nothing short of disgusting.  I commend the undercover FBI Agent, and our 
Investigator William Erwin, in their efforts to protect our children, while having to continually 
be exposed to the sickness of individuals such as Carvel. Intended acts such as these, against our 
most innocent of victims, will always be a shock to my senses.” 
 
Carvel was charged with one count of  Obscene Communication – Traveling to Meet After Use 
of Computer to Lure a Child, and transported to the John E. Polk Correctional Facility. 
 
Investigators are asking anyone with information regarding this incident, to contact Sanford 
Police Department or Crimeline at 800 423-TIPS (8477) or visit www.crimeline.org. Calls made 
to Crimeline remain anonymous, and tips to Crimeline that lead to solving a felony case are 
eligible for a cash reward of up to $1,000 dollars. 
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